


In October 2002, British tourists Matthew and Naomi Ibbotson travelled 
to Trillemarka Rollogsfjell, a nature reserve in Buskerud, Norway.

What follows is based on actual events.



“The most key ingredient to survival is mental fortitude. Refusing to 
accept that the situation is hopeless. Refusing to accept that there is 
a strong possibility that you might die.” 

— p. 13



LOGLINE

A married couple finds themselves trapped in their frozen vehicle after a blizzard 
and struggle to survive amid plunging temperatures and unforeseen obstacles.



“Darkness. The sound of shivering.
Breath billowing in the cold air.”

 — p. 58



STORY

2002.  A British couple - Matthew, an internet broker and Naomi Ibbotson, a 
freelance journalist and failed novelist, travel to the mountains of Norway on a 
book tour.  Their trip takes a dangerous turn into the hostile wilderness, 
leaving them stranded amidst brutal snow drifts. 

After pulling over in the middle of a blizzard, they awaken inside their SUV to 
discover it is buried under frozen layers of snow.  They are trapped with few 
resources, a dwindling food supply, and a rapidly growing tension as they try to 
assess their circumstances.

As if the stakes aren’t high enough, it is revealed that Naomi is eight months 
pregnant in their frozen prison.  The couple has nothing but time for reflection 
about their financial situation, festering personal secrets and painful life truths 
that bubble to the surface. 

Matthew and Naomi must work together to survive in a crippling battle against 
the elements, bears on the ice above, hypothermia, disturbing hallucinations, and 
plunging temperatures reaching as low as -30C.

As the temperature rapidly plummets, the couple realizes there is only one way 
out of this frozen hell and it will change their lives forever.  Will they all make it 
out of this alive? 

Interwoven through the film are documentary-style talking head interviews 
with Matthew and Naomi’s family, friends, scientists, and survival experts 
shedding light on their past, their predicament, and their chances of making it 
out alive.  These interviews culminate in an astonishing twist that wraps the film 
up with one final surprise.



“They listen intently. Scattered footsteps above. 
Pattering on the snow.”

— p. 17



Vincent Piazza is an American film, television and stage actor. He is best 
known for his portrayal of gangster Lucky Luciano in the HBO television 
series Boardwalk Empire. He has also played Earl Hefner in the comedy-
drama Rocket Science and singer Tommy DeVito in Clint Eastwood's film 
adaptation of Jersey Boys. 

enesis Rodriguez was born in iami, lorida. Rodriguez attended 
summer classes at the Lee Strasberg Theatre and ilm nstitute, as well 
as embarking on other acting training. She won roles in Spanish 
language series such as Prisionera , Dame Chocolate  and 
Do a B rbara . ilm pro ects include an on a Ledge  and 

hat to E pect hen ou're E pecting .

MAIN CAST



SUPPORTING CAST

KELSEY GRAMMER ISABELLA ROSSELLINI RUBÉN BLADES JUDITH ROBERTS

LOUIS CANCELMI FLORENCIA LOZANO SHIRLEY RUMIERK



“Their situation is hopeless.
A tear rolls down her cheek.”

— p. 50



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

Centigrade is one of those scripts that you pick up and don’t put down until you reach the end. 
It grabs you and smothers you in a real human relationship trapped in a bleak survival situation 
that could happen to anyone. This isn’t the adventurous hiker or mountain climber that gets 
caught in a sticky situation. It’s not the plane crash survivors who are left all alone, it’s not the 
divers or water experts left by their boat, nor the astronaut floating in space with no hope.
This is about a married couple, like many we know, who pulled their car over during a storm at 
night and woke up trapped in the confines of their vehicle by a tremendous snowfall.  And there 
it begins.  We watch real humans with no training try to “common sense” their way through this 
grave situation.  We experience a couple argue and console, bicker and blame, love and sacrifice 
their way through this problem.

As a Director, I was intrigued by the challenge to shoot a majority of a film in one tiny location. 
I thought about how creative I could get with the camera in the confines of a car. I thought 
how great it would be that we could shoot the whole thing in order, as events happened to the 
actors.  To make it feel like a play but with the added value of cinematic visuals score and sound 
design. It made me realize the potential it gave actors to give authentic performances and truly 
focus on two people going through one story.

I couldn’t stop thinking about the project and as I re-read, new thoughts would come. First, 
these actors need to really be cold; we can’t add that in.  They need to work and live in a cold 
space with real shivers and real cold breath.  We started to research refrigerated containers, 
old meat packing plants, frozen food storage, and special effects.  Then, how great would it be to 
have two actors who have an actual relationship.  A real married couple or boyfriend/girlfriend, 
who have had these arguments about blame, who have kept secrets, and know how hard it is to 
get past them when they boil to the surface.

When you take that experience, and unleash those real emotions in a freezing cold car where 
vthere’s nowhere to hide, you’ll get a powerful, thrilling film that will haunt audiences with its 
authenticity.



CREATIVE TEAM

BRENDAN WALSH (Director) is an award-winning director residing 
in New York City where he has been active in the film industry for over 13 
years. Brendan has worked alongside acclaimed directors like Lasse Hallstrom, 
Darren Aronofsky, Doug Liman, and Ross Katz on various films and series like 
The Wrestler, Bourne Legacy, The Wire, Rescue Me, and 30 Rock.

Brendan recently directed the new hit Netflix series Friends From College, six 
episodes of the final season of Nurse Jackie for Showtime, including the season 
premiere, Amazon’s Z: The Beginning of Everything, the CBS network series Bull, 
and an episode for the final season of Royal Pains.

In 2011, Brendan was awarded the DGA Award for Outstanding Directorial 
Achievement for his work on the hit film Taking Chance.

BRADLEY ROSS (Producer) spent a decade editing and producing a wide 
variety of content in NYC. His work earned him multiple Emmy nominations 
and awards. He recently edited and co-produced the hit documentary feature 
Cartel Land, which was nominated for the Oscar for Best Documentary in 2016.

In 2012, Bradley co-produced and edited Escape Fire, which was a Sundance 
2012 official selection and nominated for an Emmy. He also executive produced 
Here Alone, which won the audience award at Tribeca Film Festival in 2016. His 
editorial spirit drives his work.  With story, pacing, and music always in mind, he 
has a knack for developing rich, emotive content that leaves you thinking and 
wanting more.

Awards:
3 Primetime Emmy Awards (Cartel Land)
2 Primetime Emmy Nominations (Cartel Land, Escape Fire)
1 Oscar Nomination (Cartel Land: Best Documentary)
1 BAFTA Nomination (Cartel Land: Best Documentary)
 



MOLLY CONNERS (Producer) has produced over 25 films that have earned 
a total of 4 Academy Awards and 11 Academy Award nominations, including 
the 2014 Best Picture-winning Birdman. Past films include the Academy Award 
nominee Frozen River; Killer Joe, starring Matthew McConaughey and directed by 
Academy Award winner William Friedkin; The Immigrant, starring Marion Cotillard, 
Joaquin Phoenix, Jeremy Renner, and directed by James Gray; and Joe, starring 
Nicolas Cage and directed by David Gordon Green. 

Recently released were Eli Roth’s The Green Inferno; John Hillcoat’s Triple Nine 
starring Casey Affleck, Chiwetel Ejiofor, Woody Harrelson, and Kate Winslet; and 
Warren Beatty’s Rules Don’t Apply. Newly completed projects include Lauren 
Miller Rogen’s Like Father, starring Kristen Bell, Kelsey Grammer, and Seth Rogen; 
and Brighton Beach starring FKA Twigs. Projects in development include Janusz 
Kaminski’s The Courier, Jena Friedman’s Serial Dater, Chris Messina’s Wolf and The 
Wild; and Gabe Polsky’s Butcher’s Crossing.

AMANDA BOWERS (Producer) is responsible for managing 
production and finance operations for the company including worldwide 
sales, distribution, delivery, marketing, financial modeling and development 
of the company’s slate. Prior to joining Phiphen Pictures, Ms. Bowers was 
VP of Operations at ShivHans Pictures where she oversaw sales, delivery, 
and post production on Danny Collins starring Al Pacino; Jay Roach’s Oscar-
nominated Trumbo; and Captain Fantastic starring Viggo Mortenson. 

Before that, Ms. Bowers was a co-producer on Zach Braff ’s Wish I was Here; 
Eli Roth’s horror thriller The Green Inferno; and Kim Farrant’s Strangerland, 
starring Nicole Kidman; an associate producer on David Gordon Green’s 
Manglehorn, starring Al Pacino; and Kate Barker-Froyland’s Song One, 
starring Anne Hathaway. She also managed production finance on many 
projects including Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu’s Academy Award winning 
Birdman; John Hillcoat’s Triple Nine; James Gray’s The Immigrant; and Green’s 
drama, Joe, starring Nicolas Cage. Ms. Bowers is a producer on the recently 
completed Phiphen Pictures film Like Father, starring Kristen Bell, Kelsey 
Grammer, and Seth Rogen.

VINCENT MORANO (Producer) has had a 12-year career in 
film and television, and is known for his work as Associate Producer/
Production Supervisor on The Good Wife, the Emmy Award and
Golden Globe-winning CBS drama starring Julianna Margulies. 

Mr. Morano began his production career in 2010 working on The Ghost 
Writer, directed by Roman Polanski and starring Ewan McGregor and 
Pierce Brosnan. Serving as Production Coordinator for Six Degrees, a 
2006 television series produced by Bad Robot and Touchtone Television 
for syndication, The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants 2 in 2008, and the 
2009 television series Kings. He has also produced segments for the 
White House Correspondents Dinner, the Netflix show House of Cards, 
and the Tony Awards.

Mr. Morano has since shifted his focus to feature films, serving as 
Executive Producer for the Phiphen Pictures feature films Brighton Beach 
and Like Father.






