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INVISIBLE explores the world of homelessness in New York City. The main characters are among the 63,000 people who live
in the shelter system, on the streets or even those among the mainstream who hide it from their peers. The show explores the
tough, colorful, and tenacious lives these characters endure to cleverly navigate the system and survive.

L O G L I N E



A woman drags a cart full of canned food with a tiny baby 
slung to her chest. She stops and takes a pull from a crack 
pipe. FLASHPOP, a picture is taken.

The same woman, Brenda, now older and rehabilitated, leaves a 
wrapped present on the stoop of a brownstone and skitters off.

Down in the subway, a social worker swipes a group of homeless 
teenagers through the gate. We see the thriving life within 
these teens, despite having nowhere to go. Evan, new to the 
group, sits apart from the rest. A funky no nonsense trans-girl, 
Antoinette, sidles up to him as a look of wonder glazes over his 
face,“Tonio?” The two recognize each other from a foster home.

P I L O T  S Y N O P S I S

At RISE UP BAKERY Brenda enters and commands the room. 
She has climbed the ranks of this organization that exclusively 
employs the homeless and ex-convicts. In her office she calls 
Shelton. The two go years back. She explains that it’s her son’s 
birthday and she’s having a rough time.
 
We flash back to a bustling underground village. Social services rip 
a screaming baby from Brenda’s arms. We land on a newspaper 
headline “Metro Mama: Crack Head Plays House Underground."

Present day Brenda  is ambushed by her son’s foster mom. She 
throws Brenda’s gift on the hood of her car, “Where’s Evan?” She 
demands. Evan, now revealed to be Brenda’s son, has run away.

(continued)



Meanwhile, the gates of Riker's Island Prison open and a tall 
figure exits. Paul (later revealed to be Evan’s father) holds a few 
belongings and a pink slip with his parole officer's name on it. 
He is a free man.

The news that Evan is missing begins to challenge Brenda’s 
sobriety. She and a bakery worker search the city’s hang-
outs without success. The two land where our story began, 
the tunnels. The once vibrant underground village is now 
barren and empty. A piece of glass rolls under her foot, a 
crack pipe. She flips open her Obama phone. “Hey it’s me. 
Same place?...Yeah, I’m sure.”

Later that night, Antoinette takes Evan to a vogueing ball 
where ladies of all colors, sizes, and sexual orientations 
face off through passionate dancing. Drunk and high, Evan 
stumbles across a room where teens are “bug chasing.” 

Antoinette pulls him out and tells him to stay away from 
them. The “chasers” are trying to get HIV so they can cash in 
on free private housing and food stamps. Evan, incredulous, 
tells her not to worry. He has a plan.

Brenda enters her quiet apartment. As she hangs her coat 
she is attacked from behind. She fights back, but the attacker 
overpowers her and begins raping her. As he thrusts, Brenda’s 
face goes from fear to ecstasy.

The morning sun rises as she wakes peacefully with blood 
caked around her mouth. As the "attacker" leaves, she moans, 
“I needed that… Don’t worry it won’t become a habit.” She 
falls back asleep blissfully, as a buzz from the wrecked living 
room goes unnoticed. Brenda’s phone reveals a text from 
Shelton, “I found Evan.” ♦



INVISIBLE are the fathers and mothers. The sons, daughters, 
sisters and brothers. INVISIBLE are those who have taken 
wrong turns. Those who were born into the system unable to 
find a clear path out. INVISIBLE are those who dream bigger, 
fight harder, and celebrate louder. Diverse, eclectic, and 
weathered in hardships, INVISIBLE are the homeless. 

Season one explores homelessness in New York City through 
a meditation on family, demonstrating its vicious cycle through 
the relationship between mother, father, and son.

Season one’s protagonist, Brenda Bach is the infamous 
“Metro Mama.” In the mid-90’s, a journalist snapped a 
disturbing photo of her raising an infant underground. Child 
Protective Services quickly stepped in and placed Evan in the 
foster care system. Simultaneously, Brenda and the baby’s 
father, Paul, were ousted from their underground community 
because of the unwanted attention. With the loss of both their 
child and home, the two struggled. Paul ended up in prison 
after he set a fire to their shelter leaving Brenda on a cyclical 
journey of getting clean, fighting for custody of her son, and 
relapsing time and time again.

Seventeen years later, our main characters are living independently. 
Brenda is clean, sober, and focused. Her desire for a second chance 
at motherhood fuels all of her decisions.

Over the years, she managed to climb the ranks at RISE UP, a bakery 
that exclusively hires the homeless as a means of rehabilitation. 
The workers at the bakery are lively and diverse. Donny has rented 
every movie from the public library and is constantly quoting the 
classics. Bryce wants to be the first homeless person to run the NYC 
marathon. Clarissa has a wry sense of humor, and bonds with Ashley, 
who just made it off the year-long waitlist to join the bakery. Brenda 
is like a shepherd watching over them. They respect and look up to her.

In the pilot, Evan runs away from his foster home and seeks 
resources from the CLUB HOUSE, a teen drop-in center. Here 
outcast teens are given free food, counseling, healthcare, and 
participate in activities throughout the day. Minors are able to fly 
under the radar because they don't verify IDs. Evan is recognized 
by his former foster brother, who is now a beautiful transsexual 
woman, Antoinette. She takes him under her wing showing him 
the ropes. Evan has run away for a reason, but it isn’t until later 
that we reveal his plan is to reunite with his father, Paul.

S E R I E S  O V E R V I E W
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Paul has made parole and has been emailing with Evan ever 
since. The two are planning to reunite and live together—a father/
son relationship neither has ever known after all these years.

Brenda is oblivious to the fact that Paul is out of prison.
Evan is actively avoiding her because her erratic behavior and 
addiction has sent him through a revolving door of foster care 
one too many times. The failure of this relationship leaves Evan 
constantly yearning for family and acceptance. Throughout the 
season he looks to fill this void and find a place to belong.

Brenda learns from his foster mom that Evan has run away 
from home. Initially, she calls upon her good friend and 
confidant, Shelton. Shelton is the head of HELPING HANDS, 
an adult drop-in center that provides food and shelter during 
the day. He’s the first to arrive at town hall meetings, fighting 
for rights and aid. He doesn’t like politics, but it’s a necessary 
evil for him. He and Brenda have never been romantic, but it 
seems like the logical next step. He sets his tasks aside and 
taps into his connections to help find Evan. He successfully 
locates him and they confront Evan.

This showdown does not go well. Evan threatens Brenda to stay 
away. This blow challenges her sobriety. She begins to ignore her 
duties at her job, develops crippling insomnia, and fights back 
relapse with unorthodox and some times dangerous measures. She 
also does not heed Evan’s request, but instead begins to stalk him.

Paul’s dream of his future with Evan immediately unravels 
as he tries to adapt to freedom. He has no money, no job 
and is not allowed in public shelters because of his arson 
conviction. The only place left for him to go is a ¾ house. 
These are private residences converted into illegal shelters 
for sex offenders and other serious criminals. Suffering from 
the hardships of adapting to his horrific living situation, Paul 
realizes that he is in no position to build a life or support 
someone else. Paul is in a constant battle between his deep 
desire to be a parent and his inability to provide for Evan.

Frustrated waiting for Paul, Evan feels like yet another parent 
is letting him down. He turns to his new relationships at the 
THE CLUBHOUSE instead. He falls in love with a young woman, 
Katrina, who he finds perfect in every way. She is independent, 
strong, beautiful, has a job, an apartment and a real life, but 
she also has HIV. Evan truly loves her and wants to be with her, 
but Katrina isn’t impulsive and needs to take things slowly.

Season one climaxes when Paul sets a meeting with Evan. 
A sleep deprived, obsessive Brenda follows Evan. When the 
two rendezvous, seeing Paul hits Brenda like a ton of bricks. 
She had no clue he was out of prison and the fact that the 
Evan and him have been speaking throws her off the deep 
end. She makes an enormous scene threatening to report 
Paul if he doesn’t stay away.
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Season one concludes when Evan, hopeless and hurt, 
spitefully turns to the only outlet he knows in order to gain 
independence: engaging in needle-sharing with the “bug 
chasers” he met in the pilot. Paul is pushed to the limit 
by the hardship he endures living at the ¾ house and his 
failure in developing a relationship with his son. He blames 
Brenda and in an act of rage, sets fire to her apartment.

Tragically, each character in season one longs for family 
to fill the void of their broken home. Unfortunately their 
efforts served the opposite effect. Paul’s troubled past, his 
inability to find housing and employment, and general lack 
of resources unravels his plan of being a father. This failure 
initiates a chain reaction, causing Evan to slide further into 
a dangerous life of homelessness. And with a fire raging in 
her apartment, Brenda is right back to where she began―
without her child and without a home.

Among the central characters, B story lines are threaded 
throughout the first season for Shelton, Ashley and Jake. Shelton 
orbits Brenda and is in constant conflict trying to be supportive, 
but struggles to deal with her as he watches her wilt. Ashley 
who is new to the bakery buddies up with a character Soon at 
her woman’s shelter. The two unite to protect each other and 
despite being straight, they legally marry in order to move into 
a family shelter that is much safer. Jake is an independent 
storyline. After cheating the system and losing his broker’s 
license, he is living down to his last pair of Varvatos pants. 
Throughout the season, we watch as he blends into hotel lobby’s 
and gyms, but inevitably finds himself at a shelter. All of these 
storylines set the stage and focal points for future seasons.

This is what makes INVISIBLE unique. Each season, the main 
character will shift. The B & C storylines will become the focus of 
future seasons, while previous central characters will transition into 
secondary roles. Each character’s plot line is ripe with possibility. 
This completely new format harnesses the equity of an ongoing 
series, while shifting to a fresh perspective season to season.♦
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