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A reclusive New York City street artist, living in harmony 
with his idiosyncratic & imaginary best friend, must 
fight for his sanity and his life after he’s entrusted with 
caring for his 4-year-old daughter. 



Mike, a reclusive New York City street artist has withdrawn into a world 
of his own. Although he’s not entirely alone. He is accompanied every 
step of the way, by his idiosyncratic imaginary best friend, Chester. 

Mike & Chester live every day in lockstep, operating as two parts of a 
whole; Mike a timid introvert and Chester, a high-energy, obsessive-
compulsive personality. Chester obsesses over order, symmetry and 
perfection, and as a result, their fantastical world reflects this. They 
sleep in twin beds, side by side, with identical night tables on either 
end, and a two-cushioned-love-seat and square coffee table comprise 
their living room. As Mike showers, Chester brushes his teeth, and when 
Mike spills something, Chester cleans it up. They travel everywhere on a 
tandem bicycle. Their daily routine was a humble ballet, choreographed by 
the insane; imbuing an odd and unexpected beauty into the mundane.

Tandem follows Mike & Chester down into their rabbit hole, where 
they live in perfect harmony, set apart from reality. But when Mike is 
unexpectedly left with the responsibility of taking care of his 4-year-old 

daughter, Hannah, he is faced with the critical question, “can I ever find my 
way back?”

Before Hannah’s introduction, Mike’s only break free from this monotony was 
when he created art–sprawling, ornate mosaics made of sand, which he laid 
across the blank pavement canvasses of plazas and parks all across the city. 
And so Mike and Chester existed in this ‘perfect’ equilibrium until Hannah was 
added to the equation.

Hannah is everything that Mike has been running from—mayhem, disorder and 
uncertainty. Her presence in his life re-awakens his biggest fear of all, that he 
will pass his illness on to his daughter. But as his instincts as a father pull him 
towards Hannah, Chester, desperately clinging to his usefulness and ultimately, 
his own existence, tries to pull Mike back into the depths of insanity. 

Tandem is a playful yet serious story about the depths of the imagination, 
the higher calling of parenthood, and the conflict that arises when the tale’s 
greatest antagonist makes his home in the mind of our protagonist.  
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Everyone has an outlet. For some its alcohol. For others it’s yoga. For many 
it’s religion. For me it’s work – and for Mike, it’s Chester. 

I was first drawn to Tandem because it’s a story that speaks to all of us. 
As a person living in New York, having balance in my life is a day-to-day, 
sometimes minute-to-minute challenge. Between working 14 hours a day, 
being a father to my three children, a husband to my wife and pursuing  
films like this, my world is constantly in flux and like all people, I seek 
and experiment with methods and outlets to keep myself functional, 
productive, happy and sane.

In the interest of our main character, Mike, his need for balance has 
dramatically impacted his relationships, perception, and career as 
a successful street artist. He struggles day-to-day because he has a 
preoccupation with control and combats it with the need for symmetry. 
Symmetry in numbers. Symmetry in décor. Symmetry in life itself. As we 
learn throughout the story, his neurosis has cost him a great deal. And over 
the years his outlet that brings him to a state of balance is his imaginary 
friend Chester.

We’ve all had those best friends that are bad for us. They keep us up at 
night. They pressure us. They make us drink more than we’d like, smoke 
more than we like—do things we wouldn’t normally do. They have less 
responsibility and more of a free spirit and to that end, that’s why we love 
them. That’s why we need them. Or at least rationalize why we need them.

Chester is a vacuum that sucks up all of Mike’s neurotic behavior, 24 hours 
a day. He counts for him, cleans up after him, organizes his thoughts and 
feelings, so Mike can focus and be at peace. 
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Unfortunately, all actions have reactions and in Mike’s case, in order to 
maintain this friendship, he must shut out the rest of the world. As a 
man who became a dad at 23 years old I can fully relate to the Peter Pan 
lifestyle that Mike and Chester live and envy and understand and flirt with 
the temptation.

At the beginning of the film we enjoy the life of Mike and Chester. Albeit 
bizarre, it works and is joyful. However, when we learn that he’s also a 
father and his ex-wife no longer is willing to raise their 8-year old daughter 
alone, Mike’s “perfect” world is thrown completely out of whack with even 
more at stake, his own flesh and blood. 

Mike must reconcile his lifestyle and find a way to become healthy. On 
top of that challenge, Hannah is a catalyst that wakes him up raising his 
awareness to reality. One of the most thrilling moments of this film is when 
Mike and the audience discover that the perfect symmetrical world he has 
built with Chester is nothing but a figment of his imagination. His actual 
world and habitat is absolute chaos. A mess of food, dirt, pretty much 
everything Chester’s been “taking care of.”

This plot line offers incredible cinematic opportunity. The visuals of this film 
will be stunning. Mike and Chester’s world will offer a visual playground of 
colors, clean symmetrical designs that make for great independent cinema.

Ultimately, this story gives us the opportunity to make an independent 
feature that will tug at people’s hearts by emotionally exploring some of 
life’s biggest struggles, how do I find balance? How do I keep the one’s I 
love safe? How can I be happy?


